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LOST HORSE GOLD MILL
JOSHUA TREE NATIONAL MONUMENT - CALIFORNIA

T;u Lost Horse Gold Mine and Ml extubrts tum of the
cantury gold-mining technology of iha southem
Calformia deserta It1s mignificant becausa of the
sfhciancy of s operation and the sire of its mull, which
&13 difectly ovar the shaft beng mined Because of
Mesc foatures the Lost Horse Gold Mine and Mif ia
baing considernd for placement on the Natanal
Rogister af Histonc Places. The mul uta 1a south of

wood planking throughout The mil was enclosed by a
wood frame construction shalter knewn as the Big
Housa*

As fha main quartz vein began to run out, ore
procasmng shiftad i the 1930's fo eyanidization or
prmary ore procesaing of the tallings on the ate vaing
i

Twantyning Paims, Calfomia, in tha Mojave Dasert and
3 snuated 5,000 foet abova sea iavel i the Loat Horsa
Mountaw range  Tha mul used amalgamaticn snd, later,
cyanudization lo remova gold from hard rock ore. The mill
was moved m 1895 from the Sterfing Mina n the
Chuckawalla Muung Distnct at the Colorado Arver. Tha
mna was n conbnuous operation from 1803 untl 1968
with ntarmigient processing of ore into tha 1930's. The
Last Horsa Gold Mine and Mdi bocama part of Joshua
Troe Natonai Monument i 1967,

The mw and supp Ir funery ara
axamples of induatry production tems of the era. The
e ncludas remnants (25 percent) of a hoavy tinbar
framed gold procazwng miil winch o
adjacent five-stamp battanes (Fraser and Chambera,
Chicago), an oro crusher (Fraser end Chambaersg,
Chicago), and ore bing end chutes. Except for concrete
Aadded n 1931 (o remforce the mul structure beneath the
stamp battenas, the mal structura is of heavy tmbar and

aarial cable system and a throe
compartment cyanide vat. Other features on tha sde
includa throe corugated iron water tanks, two sfens
waler rasarvors, & 3 5 mile fong water pipeting o the
miT's walar source at Lost Horse Well and a steam
powered winch The mif used a gasoline angine
(Hoyt) which powared an air compregsor ahd machines
through a aystem of ahafts, beits and pullsys. The site
also ncludes numerous buikding foundations, &t least
saven cro excavahion aroas, tavnga piles, and a large
foad aysfem ieackng fo and oy, the aite.
Vemacular faatures were probably associsted with the
sarly mining panod at the sits and were found in work
and habaallon structurea which survive today only in tha

form of archeciogical depreasions and a few foundabions.

Although others also have claimed credit for the
discavery of the Lost Horse gold vein, local oral tradiion
holds Johnny Lang decaverad it when he went ook
for tus lost horwe ana day and found en outcropping
gokd instead. On Decamber 29, 1823, Gearge W. Lang,
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Johnny Lang, Ed Holland, and James J. Fifa (Alfred G.
Tingman was Incdludad on other claima) flled a notice of
iocation on & X
partnership which provided the necessary regources for
4 viable mining entorprise: capidal by the Langs, who
mmﬂﬁyun)cmmd-mbwprwy
faciktiea owned by Tingman and Hoftand. During 1854
tha group formed the Lost Horse Mining G and

Thhmmmmupmdmumm
Engmneenng Record (HAER), a leng-ranga program 1o
o t hi ral] engnesrng and
Mu&hrwhr{ha Unded Stsiea The HAER

yATY

hauded their ore to the Pifion Weil mil site for
pocasang.

Davelopment at the mine and mdll site coneisted of a
550-foot vertcal shaft, an adt, a winre, as weil a3
sovorn! shaliow shafts, 300 and 500 feet east of he
man shaft The ariginal discovary shaft may be burled
Dbeneath the tailngs pilos downhill rom the mill A lge
labor force was used to construct the sccesa oad, 3.5
mile water pipeline, and cut down pifion and juniper
treea ko the bollera which ran the well pumpg and mil
machinary. During the mines’ heyday 8a many as 35
workera were employed to operats the mine, mil and
the Lost Horsa Weil. Including their famibes, the mil
population may have been as hgh as 60 peaple.

Aeports place tctal profits of the Lost Horse Ming and
Mill at $350,000 betore 1900. Same estimates place
mdwﬁunmmmmqummaw
and 16,000 ounces of gilver,

of 1§82 by the Higtonc Amencan Bud:
Survey / Historic fican Ei Racord under
e penaral direction of Dr J Kepach, Ctust,

Pragervation,
Western Hogeon Offica, NP 5, Thomas Muthern, Chusf

The fiekd work, d drawengs, M repaorty,
and photographa were prepared under the dwecton of
Enc DelLony, Chist of HAER Tha recordng team
conasted of Kerl Stumpt, Supenvisory Architect (Faks
Church, VA); Fechard Viclutia, Hstonien (Takoma Park,
o M éuobac.t:mm wrr:.fmm
MGl ), & olyn
Kiamat, Architectwe Techrucsan (Arirona State

). Formal wils done by Jeof Lowe,
{Wastungton, D.C ). Rowa Pepao,
Cultural Resources Specislist, served na park kaison
Dr Denald {Universty of Nevada - Renc) end
Lester Ross (San County Museum) prownded
en archeclogecal inventory of the prosect.
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